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Image Hiding by Optimal LSBs Substitution and Tabu Search
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Abstract An algorithm {for image hiding is presented to embed important image into the
k rightmost LSBs(least significant bits) of the host image. To increase the quantity of
the embedded data and improve the quality of embedding result, the algorithm finds the
optimal LSBs substitution by Tabu Search(TS) with the criterion function PSNR., Ex-
perimental results show that compared with simple LSBs substitution, the proposed al-
gorithm does not seriously degrade the quality of embedding result even when more LS-
Bs are used and can make a great improvement in both the quantity of the embedded da-

ta and the quality of the host image.

Key words Image hiding, LSB substitution, tabu search

1 5|5

FEE BF AR AR FEE T Internet 1Y B & &, 72 M 5 1A BB SF 2 1080 18 0308 i R B

D EREBARABFEREE (60075002) Jb R H B A B2 B4 (4992002) b T H ER £ & B it R A “8637 3f R
(2001AA144080) % BY
Supported by National Natural Science Foundation of P. R. China(60075002), Beijing Municipal Natural Science

Foundation(4992002), Science and Techology Development Plan of Beijing Eduacation Committee, and “863”
Plan(2001 AA144080)

W HRE 2002-07-12 WM B 2003-08-21
Received July 12, 2002; in revised form August 21, 2003



2 # K EF . ETRMAMOFERA Tabu 18 K1 E 1R B 307

S ). SR, 25 WA B4R WX b 1% Bl BF Al T o 1 N BRI AR AT R R S KB O T 9 ) A AR

FRE M EERE I R e, ATRE 18008 028 AL Bk 5 7 i B0 e B4 B AR 17

ORI 28 3 IR B RV R s B RO I DU R

A EMREXRBGEALE, LA HRIIBER
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BERNTE MENESE BT B IKR E T RIP.
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PSNR = 10 « log[(2® —1)?/MSE) ] (1)
T ixrE MSE X
MSE—-——Z(};I — h;)? (2)
HepmBHRKHKBRER ATLUEIE ERFWELT, (OXKEBEH
PSNR ... = 10 + log 2552/( 152) = 24. 61

X RIEEERENERBES AEZ, AZ5IBEBENEER.

HTEmILEENEEE, EH L%ﬁek LSBs BEMRHET, MW LREMVEERE
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HEH S ITrEARYB i Z MSE K
MSFEs = 1C5 (6)
m

T m BEEBRE-LSBs PREN I RGO REREZEBBREM ST I, F A LSBs B3
NirEWEAER HMH BT EEZ. BRXREORARD G EBEESE SHEHR T, A



2 KB ER: BT RINROFHRM Tabu # &K &) E R B3 309
H (3 1. 5 W IEE (S Mt
PSNRs = 10 « log{m « (2" —1)%/Cs | (7)
XA, AR F R EEZTE BT RER SHFXR T S ., BEMH (7K HF PSNRs
5K (EH T{EF MSEs 8§ Cs /M)
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NABREME I REHRBEME L, KRR, PR el sm 220Kl HERN 0~28 -1
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Fig.1 Representation of the substitution matrix
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FERI X REHAEERTUEEN HHHPRE L, XEL 10T EERE K & 2
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RENBAEMMAEBEPHEH L. Bt m HREREE.

g3t LA B, A CR A Tabu i R RKBRILERR S* 8 S* M £ (L5 B RETE
H K EEE HyPaMNMERESATREMVWBRENE 2 ZGR+D IMRIEMURHE
TARE R & A0 SRR [, XAHRZ 8T B E X X G M A (D #1174 N E 2.

3.1 Tabu#BE

Tabu RBR—FBE AKX IFHEMFTEN. Tabu BEHE LR ALIFRIEW BB Hid R
Eit BB, DO E RSB MU ES RN EHENE SRS, Tabu R —AIE
SR CER[11]. Tabu #EAESEMPHN AL —-ESHE iR E W CEk[12~14 .
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A BE LM, Tabu @ EABEES TRKBELTHRLEREKEE. F—/D AR
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R Tabu @ REKBRIMEBREES . BPERERE SATUERRNE 1 BER (k=2 B
HITEOL. ke A HEENELD. Hp S ErHBEE 1 REBRBREEO0,S . R-HKREHE 3
KR FBREBERE 1, HRHKILEH.

KFEFMEBREEY Tabu BRBBUT .

D) #IEA - FEVLE R — W85 S, S B E RN temp_best=S, KL ¥ 1=0, Tabu
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) EREEBRES - M SHAEEPH 2B EMII —EREBHNBIENREMBES
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Hﬁuﬁiﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁﬁf\uﬁ FATHEBIRR B, — LT UUAH Cp o« Cy_,/2=2F « (28 —1) »
(28 —2) « (2¥—3)/8 Fh X} AT H#h.

SHES‘%:

D M NS H N R E PSNRs & KHI#E Y.

i) HFYCT, W NSO=NS—{Y},HED; B, & S=Y, &Y >temp_best M| temp _
best=Y .

DB Tabu R & t WRLKILFZM B temp_best; BN, K SR THE  t=t+1,
%2 ZEFHREEER —EWNRERE—-—EHNRBANE EBMN BTSN

HTER S MEeFMNINEBRKRE H MEMEAEFEL,2.1 #2. 2 WHHHDE L
ARBEEMPAE. ICHNEENKE RN s i, MEFEE HEEHEERNRE 1 3
Fx TMRENKRGHDMNURERBENEE . RITE 2N =42 . B 1RE A
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BAUIICH k-LSBs XM H LONBREEHER. F=2BoEFE 13E  MEHWRK
VAL, FR8 1-LSB. ¥ # Mg B&#H. THSMERARKNBAT REFFANITELAR.

FRE X w; Mo, A2, WX FREMELFTE S, BBFHKA L-LSBs FHREEF
M Cs, A

Cs, = Z 2221% * 0 ¢ W (8)
B G A E-LSBs' R iR £ ¥ H M Bﬂﬁ%’fﬁiﬁﬁ%%ﬂ%%%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ 1 piwyfE. 34
s 8 & 1 _ LSBE ™= AMREAGEN0, 1, — 1, FTUH LWNBGEMHE; EHML-LS-
Bs" G RMEN  MBRENBELIS =K. 252 XK 0),0,,0%. R B LPHEE
H j B# £-LSBs' WA | BRI =4ANRENFEHFUTFBESINE R w),, w),w.
w), = (2] — 2D ,w)y = (2j — 2l + 1?,w", = (2j — 21 — 1)° (9)
MTRMEBHE L S, BHRGHHA -LSBs HHIREE M Cs, K
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E]ﬂi’.sIzﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ@éﬁ)\ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁmﬁ*ﬂ Cs Jy
Cs = Csy 15, (11}
R SHESR T, & H PR EEE MR
PSNRs = 10 « log[m « (2" —1)*/(Cs; 4+ Cs,) | (12)

5 B A 00 2 ot T O T AR £ o X 4 B LR R AL 0 B 53
5. B2 Ah BT B MR AR AT O O

4 SLIGEE B K AT

Wik MB TR Pentium [ -233 AL BR 2. 64M N 7. 3250 Fr AW B R Y 8 i 256
%K B EAE. 18 BRI KN 256 X256, 8% BER A =Fh R~ : 128 X 128 w5 % B 1
FAK 2 AR 3256 5192 X 128(E 128 X 192) BB B T1K 3 A B #3256 5 256 X 128 (B
128 X 256) i B4R F T 4 L B,

S, BELA T BRI () =(1092+17)mod(256 X 256). = Fl f(x) 47 5+
ARERAAERENERLVE. ERAFNEHOBOL T LR F GA il TS ik 1S5
fHnTF.

£ 1 GABEM TSHBEMRIASEIE
Table 1 The default parameters of GA and TS

GA B % TSH &
el RO PR | BE TR SRR s Se
ﬁﬁzﬁﬁ 10 10 10 6 6 3 v ¥
{%ﬁi 10 10 10 20 28 12 20 20
1%4%_& 10 10 10 30 110 80 20 30

K8 1. AN[R] & BB AT B0 8 45 5 10 1h 2 0 Y EE 3K

K 2 fnpE 3 AR —1E FEBPARE L EAERAFHRLE. KPR 2 5 256 X256 H)18 E
1% “lena” , B 3 " (a) (b) (o) 43 5l kb %5 B8 Je k=2 B o] B 6 A0 TS B LML B R 45
. (D) (e) (D43 % B4R S k=3 B fJl p A TS BEMAFRNE R, () ()M &
1] g b 35 AR B =4 B} 6 B F TS ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁwﬁ#% ﬁ%ﬁiFE’J PSNR ﬁuﬁ 2 7.

ME 3 Mz 2 Al AR H, B2 R H—MEAL B g .
(kM 1), R /) B HE & a7 LA hin 256 X 256/8 =
8192 %7 ,fH PSNR T[T &) 6db £4. 3 k=4
i R AT lena BIRE S H B — 0] I,
AR Ak, N 2 PR AT DAE Lk EBK, BILE
%33 PSNRESHREBERBEGIHER

B2 75 lens
) PSNR {8 8 2= {5 (APSNR) K. Fig.2 Host image “lena”
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Fig. 3 Comparisons between simple [.SBs substitution and the optimal 1.SBs substitution for different £ values

7% 2

AT R {H B TRY SR R AR SO R # PSNR Y HE 32

Table 2 Comparisons between simple L.SBs substitution and
the optimal LLSBs substitution for different £ values

k B 7% 18 18 K /) (byte) ] BAMG A B e PSNR(db) L1 8 #: PSNR(db) APSNR (db)
2 16384 43, 8932 44, 5762 0. 6830
3 24576 37. 8321 38. 6678 0. 8357
4 32768 31. 0958 33. 2051 2. 1093

SEIE 2. A [al4E S R AE 3 BSR4 R 1 BR R 55 3R
S 2 v AT B S IR R A R4 B4 S e AR (B 4
ACHERERR. R 3R e=3 BPH 4 R % ERS B A 4 1815 -

85 4 (I 5)

T LA B IR TR 0 PR i

(b) babouln (¢) pepper

B 4 43K 256X 256 15 F K%
Fig,4 Host images with size 256 X 256
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(c) plane (d) text

&l 5 47K 192X 128 fh 5 E &
Fig. 5 Secret images with size 192 X< 128

% 3 A [EVEE A 1A 3 B R AR A I 45 R L i B PSNR

Table 3 The PSNR for different host images and secret images

= ¢ et 2 L T g e o

AR [ S, WL PO S Rgta Sl S et g
?t--‘ﬂf Jirie t-ﬂf-] ome £ L f’:" iy |4 ]
S o .,-""iﬁ'ﬁ.r e, D N 0 gl R
o, A H :"-. . Ir'l..ﬂl'wr a "".‘l n";.r }':fp. 1] e by I
dan cantl B i . AHPFI™

lena baboon pepper text

bridge 38. 1631 38. 1651 38. 1862 36. 0524
aerial 38. 2617 38. 2478 38. 2496 36. 1983
plane 38. 3455 38. 3415 38, 3581 36. 2921
text 39. 4225 39. 3996 39. 4145 37.9417

FAb, LG EE R A R, W R R A SCER 10 B3 AF EM I E Bk Al B, B2
EMik e E HEBEMNGEEREE T8 (e + 1) B Fm L, 34 i L F i fE B At e
PSNR 2 H B B &5 (9 2= BB , % 10 4k 10 BCR HETH » JL - B (0] 3 7a] 80 % 0 50 K F. b 3 B R
“bridge” @ik A T8 FE R “lena” BsL 525 R R . m LR {5 B 5 89 PSNR {H (38. 1081) #
2 T iy B B4 )5 79 PSINR {E (38. 1094). /it AT WL , B 5 B, 09 fix A 7 B 6T B R i & 19 5
e 2 G 3 L AR R kA B KRB EHE. A LR E B TG B R EREAL. EFHIE T ik
AMHn{E B E O T E R, r G5 REVETE & H B KE R 8200 Fe U3 e , 76
G 10 MR A B RE.

£ 3. GARHEM TSH LW F LR K

LI 3K 6 B (b)) REA (a) il id 5 A IR B BRI B2 S™ =7,1,5,4,6,3,
2,0, i # )5 ) PSNR & 38. 261728 db. & T B RG b L 3 Tabu 8 R 5 #i/5 B % )
B, 4 TS #1 GA B & 4T 10 LK, B kA A 6 B 9) 46 #% , 10 5% - 00 o 78 P i 19 224
F #2449 CPU B+ Ja].

A= b
..... milety
e

e S T

(ot hast imsger ek Ch abirel imikgny. sexial
6 SCH =R A K g
Fig. 6 Test images in Experiment 3

2 4 WL BRSE R SEIRAE , Tabu 18 2 48 3 5% 0 1 2% A28 20aR Ui 1 Rk 2D, 11 55 B[]
4. ks TSEERFEEREE N 4.7, JLF L GA BERFH &AL % 8.3
) 42 —. s B A b, TS Bk ay F iR et e O 0. 07s, i GA B35 B 29 11 56 (8]
% 0. 12s. BAR A B 5 091 B a (8] #R (K F 55 R R T E /BT [A] 5075s,{HE TS REH B
LT GA Bix.
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Table 4 Comparison of GA and TS
LXK Ak GA &R ¥ GA iz f7 5 [8] (s) TS HER T H TS =47 R [E] ()
1 11 0.17 5 0. 07
2 3 0. 06 6 0. 11
3 4 0.06 3 0. 06
4 12 0. 17 5 0. 07
5 5 0. 06 2 0. 00
6 6 0.11 3 0. 00
7 10 0.17 6 0. 11
8 13 0.17 9 0. 11
9 5 0. 06 3 0. 06
10 13 0.17 5 0.11
F B 8. 3 4.7
- 35 Bt ] 0. 12 0. 07
95 3¢ &} fB] 5075

K72ES I0KXRINIBTBONTHBE. TUFE . BR TSEENESKET GA
BRI BETSERL GABRERMEE T HRILMHE. 1 GABEEERELRMALR G E, &
B 7REIORERPHATEHRK , HEE T iHEE.

B EARXEERATUEL, AR EN Tabu B RE LSRR ATERE E . ERE
BEE LR TREFVNER. H e ERKX EREMESIER K, M mgAFEEK
MEGTERIETBEEREBRNER. P UETEHRWRE.

38.29

3827

38.25F
38.23r
38.21F

/ ’

_._

-+ .-

S

38.19F
38.17F
38.15¢
38.13}
38.11F

38.09r
38.07r
38.05

—o—GA —8— Tabu
11 12
38.25804[38.26055

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

GA |38.20203/|38.20203 138.20203(38.22209 38.2551138.25511 |38.25511
Tabu |38.07096 (38,18156 [38.21927(38.26141

7T —KBRBAFBHNIEP GABES TSHREROTILZE
Fig.7 The performence of GA and TS

10
38.25511

13

38.22221
38.26173

38.23714 38.26173

5  INZE

AREEEREEGERREE TARTMASIAERN —HREEFH T L. ER
IR E RN EEE SRR EREZERTERNER. LI EBGFEEK PSNR X
N R, A Tabu BERBEMRWERRBE. TREREZH, SCHENEREHL . AXED
ERARRBEEMEGER L EBE TREFRNER.
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