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Camera Calibration Based on Two Parallel Line Segments
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Abstract A theory and algorithms of camera calibration based on two parallel line seg-
ments are proposed. 1) If the length ratio of the two parallel segments is known, then from
its projections across n images, a) 2(n— 1) quadratic constraint equations on camera internal
parameters can be obtained; b) (5n — 6) constraint equations can be obtained if additionally
the epipoles across n images are known, among which 3(n — 1) are quadratic, (n — 2) third
degree, and (n — 1) fourth degree. 2) If the length ratio of the two parallel line segments
is unknown, (2n — 3) constraint equations are derived from n images, among which (n — 2)
are of fourth degree, and (n — 1) of sixth degree. Based on the above theoretical results,
two practical algorithms of camera calibration are also proposed. Experimental results on
synthetic and real images validate the proposed theory and algorithms. The results in this
paper seem to be not only of theoretical significance, but also of wide applicability as parallel
line segments are not rare in any man-made scene.
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T EHMRER bR E . BRI E T ERET —MEHNENIIER REk) fEhERZ
BYIR RGN SERE e, XEFER AR LR DLT(Direct Linear Transformation)
F7EE Tsai 771", Weng 3 A03E"Y | DR 3 T P HEBEAR MR E T ETS. HRETERR
TG IEMINMERE B, UR A BHE Z B8 s RS BoRIRB RGN S5, BinEl
B W2 H Faugeraus, Mayban'®"fl Hartley ™38 H 5 fy, H 45 E 7 ki SRS 0 3 T 4
Xt R B E AR Y BTN i A bR B Y RE T E R E
RN e BT )G B R T 1 Rl S SR A L2 B R bR S R L B 5L
— VLR, XA AR, XK R R E DA%, A, BEHE
BRI IRRAL SR E G D VRS e EE B xR AL AR, B R BT
BHASHTATER, IERRR LK E MMM A% LA E B gilaire" .

A CERF, BAREE R AP e HERSIE T ESEE 1T JLAE Bk
PR BEALRGRGE" ™™, AT n BEGAREE 0 NERMEATR, IEFTEH n 18 EGRSE
2n NERPEARFSE, (HEIER N EF Tk R o B 78 5 F W A& T L B g LR &
FEWRIE. FEASCH, ATRGHAFIT T P55 T-17 4 B i RGO BAR L I S50 24 R 1]
M. 1) YR TATRE R W EC FIE: a) R BN SR A, MHZFATREW n iREHE
XFEAEH N ST 2(n — 1) D ZIRAH; b) WREER G EH, WHZTATLRER n i@ E
BATLARAE (5n — 6) PASEAR, Hi 3(n—1) MREZIRARE, (n-2) MEZRARE,
(n—1) DMREMKRAR. 2) YHFATITREN WERAE, WZTFATLER n iEEET A
BLNSEAIRL (2n — 3) DR, Hf (n—2) TMREIRAE, (n—1) TMREAKRAYE. 3) X T
AT 2R B TR B — SRR B, #F— 58 T — e A B R, Fln: Firid
WIBH n f@EME TR EEN S8 2(n — 1) D ZRAR, HER » B EHE RN SEW »
AERMELARM (n — 1) D IRARESE. Lk Fra 458 A&7 STk Fh 215 A HRE.

AFERWUFSIENTHE: NEREFERRAGEME, KEREFER RSN
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p=Klr1 7ro r3 t] BERGEYIEEERE.
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(P — I EILEE0) M. 78 (1) XF, £ d— oo, A
Hc(x132) ~ K(Q)R(K(l))*l
FRE A TCTT IV moo TE P MGV T 22 1] 5 09 5 M [, 1T PR G 95 38 - T ) R 7 AL
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G R B S — A 2 (8] S T AT X R 5T T g DR R A, UL AT DA E — B 52 E AT
[y B R R, T T Y A 1 ] T X —

Rl 1. 45 A MER LB ER A Z SN X < my, (1<) <4), WEMEZ—4
WR TR ESCT Al e — 0 SV AE [ H B e X;(1 < j < 4) FEE=ABEA

Fek. IF B AT RhE s TR o S 3% B N A

H =~ [m; my mg]diag (q—l kel q_3> [(X1X2X3] ™! (2)

p1 p2’ p3
HAF (p1,p2,p3)T = [X1 XX 5] Xy, (01,02, q3)" = [mimaoms] 'my.
(IE A DABE. )
2.2 @M RBERERKR
24X IR Qoo SR TCIFIE T moo LRI — D ZIRIMER, EIEEAT =4EM I T
HEARZER. EHWE TR RENE X = (v1, 72, 23,24)" IR

{m%Jrz%Jr:r%O

I4:0

BEMIE R : X X oo =0(Xoo € Too). BIFETCIFIT T moo Lt, 48T K it 2204 5 14 3R
A oo = I(I 3 HALHE).

EEART =T « ZXFETE T —KEL ZELFRAYTEH «~ #IE5EHL
loo. TBHFBELE loo HHXT IR MMERE T —XILPE S, FRVEI A I T T
THAH AR e R ARAE, ZERRIRFIRAPRR T, XBARFEARR: T = (1, 4, 0)7,
J=(1, —i, 0)T.

A C R4zt kM &R ER (TAC), F HEHRHUH R P = K[R ], AMEEH, T655
PP HE EMR T HE RN AN H = KR, i T4 R &R 695w | b, Bk H &
WM C=H T H ' = K-TK-1. HIt, IAC B8P L —%& R4, ©552%5
Tox, NEREIASEER. 4 mp FREFEWER, BT RIFEIELT Rl
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t t
X, =(0,0,1)", X5=(1,0,1)T, X3=(tcosh,tsinf, 1)", X, = (1+ —cosh, —sinh, 1)T
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Fig. 1 Four endpoints of two parallel space segments and their corresponding image points

ENX R AL my, (1 < j <4), HF b, 0 BRASH, 2RRFLE XX 5
X1 X, WHEMAER X X 5 o gy (WA 1 PoR). "ATGHE TATRB T ER T
[EENEEE S LI VA R 7 Wil

0 1 tcosé
1 1 1
N (2) XF[1%
(p1,p2,p3)t = [X1 X0 X3 ' Xy =T ' Xy = (—1/r,1,1/r)" (4)

it M = [mq,ma,ms3), (¢1,¢2,q3)" = [mimaoms] ™ my, N

M = Mdiag <q_17 q_27 q_3) = [-rqami1 g@may rgzms] (5)
b1 p2 PpP3
HiRE M AT B LRI PO Ao R A R R 2. N (2) RATRATHE H TAT R B X1 X5
5 XX 4 B 7E B9 25 6] °F- T 28T T A BRI R 2R -

] B —1 ctgh — —Cstce 1
H ~ Mdiag (q—l, EN q—3> =1 —ctgd 0 (6)
P1 P2 P3 0 cscl 0
T

MPATERE X1 X3 5 Xo Xy e FHEIE T =(1,4,0)" FERNVHE H /EH THER
RA

my=H-(1,i,0)T ~ M(—1+te??, —te?, 1)T (7)
4 C =K "K' BERREX KL AR (TAC), TR & T WERIE TAC L, Frld

miCm;=0.id

- _ X1 X12 X13 -1 1
X=M'CM=|xa1 X202 Xo3|,d=| 0 |,e=1]-1 (8)
X31 X32 X33 1 0

B (1) AN mTCmy =0 F118: mTCm; = dTxd + te? (eTxd + d* xe) + t>¢??eT ye.

T A
{ 1-d xd+tcosh-(eTxd+d" xe) + t2cos26 - eTxe =0

0-d xd+tsind - (eTxd+d" ye) + t2sin260 - eTxe = 0
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T x X PR, Bl
{ 1-dYyd+2tcosf-d¥ye +t2cos20-eTye =0
0-d¥xd+2tsinf-d"ye +t2sin260 - eTye =0

(9)

TE (9) Kb, BRIBRHLISHUL, Toh BANEARIBE ¢ F 0. Ik, hFL&TAT
£ By (1 ¥R TR SR AT RE4R ML T IR ML I S RO AR (T 200k, T, FATH M & TAT B
g 22 18 MR e 5 1 SRR ML P9 2 K 20 SR 2.

R TATAR B A S SRS R MR L R A AR A4 B m ) mY), mD

m4(1])7.j:1725"'5n- é'\

(¢, 45", a")" = [m'my m | " m{
N9 = g m, (P m, g m$|T

9 = JTO" ) )
me 9) X, ®RITE

{ 1-d*xDd+2tcosf-d* xDe+ 12 cos 20 - eTxWe =0
0-d'xDd+2tsing-d*yDe +t2sin260 - eTyWDe=0"

B
>

d"xWd d"xWe eTxWe
d'x®@d d'xPe eTx@e

de'(”)d de'(")e eTX.(”)e
Mg (10) AR, TR Qx =0 FHARETRMIETR, FI rank(2) = 1, Brid 2 B4E
IS b AL, TRBENATLUGETRXTASEW 2(n - 1) HARTTE:
d'yWd  eTyWe
d'x Mg~ e X(l)e
d'yWe eTyUe
d"'yWMe e X(l)e
(11) W FTLLE BT 2(n — 1) A R A RITRHIFE
eTyWedTyd = eTyWed™yVd
{ eTyWed'yWe = dTyWeeTyWe

7j:2a37"'7n (11)

7.j:273a"'5n (12)

WERFEAGHLE 5 WS EORAERY, Wb P FAT2 B 4 1R IEHME W] LIS 2] 6 12 T
FHEILN SR 2 AR, TR AT LA#A 52 SR LRI N 258

FATHEAR X T PATWAE, WA ERSET 1 Bk, WCFATEBE R » iR
E&, #ATATUAGE] 2(n — 1) A (12) Ry TREHA ST R TT =

R LTATIHIE MR, 0 =7/2,(11) XATRARI{E. B, XF o @R EER, &
fIIf%2] (2n — 1) 2R IT2:

{ dx(J)d . eTx(l)e — de(l)d . eTx(j)e

dTX(j)EZdTX(l)(E:O , ] =2,3,---,n (13)

1E (13) A Bi—4HA (n - 1) DR, BN R TR T i (B 2F 5 76 P B R 2 7]
HISCERME BT AR BIRY; JA—HAE n MREEARITE, ENTAMOB T E5 Z [F S5 5
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B ZRAEN B — MR IR FATIO LT, WS, Bl ¢t =r =1, FFHXT ALME
IEAR. /ot =1,(11) AT LA L A
ded —eTye=0
{ d"ye+cost-eTye =0

FrLA, XTFZERR o \BEE, EOETE (2n - 1) DARITE:
dT0d - eTyWe=d"yVe - eTyWMe =0
{ dTyWe. . eTyWe =dTyWe.eTylWe
7E (14) X, ATRABE] n DRAEARTEM (n - 1) S ZIRARITTRE, Hi n DPREAE
TSRS LRZIE X AR E M ER B AR
EAR EFRRREEWREZEER, Xt FIEFEK o @ER, RITE TR 20 A4
PR IT T

a.j:273a"'am (14)

dTUd =eTyWe
{ d"'xWe =0
15 (15) s, B BRI H TN AR IE A T S B 45 1, TT48 4 B IE 7B 40
i1 HY 1E S BT S B A R
BEABE X TEAME, 0 =7/2. R L. TREME = X1 X:|/[X2 X4 BHE,
TR FRAS 240 T B9 2951 07 72
dTWd.eTyWe =dTyMd-eTyUe
{ dTyWe=d"yMe=0

,j:1,2,"',7’l (15)

,7=2,---,n (16)

TE (16) A, B—4H (n - 1) B ZRARTTRE, H AR n HRELYRITE.

4 TRIEBA KA1 D

TERT I T NSRRI N, A MAEENR AR ER, WRERRGWEEH
B, REMFEIET NS EZWARFEL 2 NARFTHIHE R LIE H, 052 M BRI %
& TN E H R A TAT R BU ZIREHR TS R E 220K, XM 2 LRl
TE 55 V- B9 20 R S0, Al 2 PR

Rl 2. CAIEMRAIN R, TN B A0 EE B P A FAT 2R BERY n iR B AT IR EISE T
MBI ASHE (5n —6) AHRTTRE, HA 3(n - 1) TMRZKAR, (n-2) TEZKAR,
(n—1) P RMR LR

d'UVd  dTyWd

e'yWe — €xVer J=2,3,-m

d"yWe d"yWe

eTX(j)e = etyme: J = 2,3,---,n

dTX(j)é(j) B dTX(l)é(j) o

eTX(j)é(j) T eryme® Jj=2,3,---,n (7)

d"yYd . dtyWel) e\ dTyVWd iTe) d'y?d .
AN " gT D@ ~ iTe® ) dT M@ T ™ gt D@ /=
dTy el e e gT, 1)g0) eTyWel)

d\Td 000~ dixDd TNl J
Her, eV) J& 88— AR T 55 e R A A as

=2,3,---,n
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PR IR AR, IEWIAEE. FERE: & (17) X, B L2 HARGT R G A TR; 354
AR TT R W RSP IR AR R IR TE e, BIEATAMRE T n iR B R S R EE; MsE 4 A4
W7 MR SF IR BRI I B ¢, BITE n 08 RGBT WSS IR AR A RSE,
WL, XM S LR EF —F b (consistence) A4T. EATME, RALUEBI LT
2 B, Wl Z 1A TFTE— B Ry M, X9t ATESR 4 2H2’J%7ﬁ%*%ﬁ‘€ J =3 KR
A.

5 RIEHWARMAFATLE R T AS R LR

LOPFTER B HUE AR FIEY, P TAT R B BT HL N SR A 29 0R A1 Holit
PRI A ] 7.
H (5) X AT 41, A %W%ﬂzﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ"] FUAR » R0, BrLARERE M & X ARS8 i

Mﬂﬁﬁ@*ﬁ%iiﬁ%: M (])dlag(T 1, 1), H MO = _ (q(J)mgj) (J)mgj) qgj)mgj))
BEEHY. i 9 = C’M(]):dlag(r 1, T)M(]) CM )diag(r, 1, 7), iC.

)A((J) — M(J) CM@ (18)
il

X9 = diag(r, 1, r)xWdiag(r, 1, ) (19)
d"\Vd =r*d*yVd (20)
d"xWe =r2d" Wiy — rd" Wiy (21)
elxWe =r?eTx i) — 2ri] X( )1,2 + g Wiy (22)
Heftdy = (1,0, 0T, 2= (0, 1, 0)T. 1 F XV BRI (12) 75
{dT e -d*'yVd =d"y9d-d yWe

e X(])e dT (l)d_ dTX(J)d e X(l)e 9 .7 - 2,3,...’71 (23)

BrEh, o (20),(21) AAAE] (23) X — o7, AL

r=a(x®, )/, xW) (24)
Hr
a(x®,xM) =d y@d - d"xVi; —d @i, -d"Vd (25)
b(x®, xM) = d'{@d - dT Wiy — dT @iy - dTyVd
ES )i

9 :mdlag( a(X@, XD, b, xW), a(xP, xM)) - .
diag(a(x"®, £, b(x™®, x), a(x®, X)) (26)
B (26) AN (23) A, HATHTLBEMT (2n - 3) HHSRLHRIT 2
dT)A((j) (a(X(Q) , )A((l))il —b()%(Q), )A((l))iQ) dT @d
dT)Q(l) (a()%@), )2(1))7:1 _[)()A((Q)7 X(l))i2) dT (1)d
(a()A((Q)7)A((l))'l:l_b(X(Q)JA((l))":Q)TX(j)( (% @), (1))21 b(x @), ()),2) d'y @a . —9.m
(G(X(Q);X(l))il*b(f(@)aX(l))i2)TX(1)(a(>2(2) X(l)) —b(x ()X(l)) 2) dT (1)d ’ (’7)

TE (27) X, 4 (n—2) PHRAR, H_HE (n - 1) PARRAR. \TXEAR
e EARLER, AR LR sk AE. A SORERAI 43

37...,n
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6 PrEfik

TEATH, BV AR P S B 1E E B L4 bR 5H .
6.1 REBEGHER

TEEMEW HARMAER T, WECSHBPRTAITLREN n EEGREEML 20— 1) £
TIRAR, EI 4 LB RS AT AR SR LAY 5 ISR ERUEITNE L, K
2(n — 1) MHIC IR T RRA R MER, T KA 48— Fi s k.

2
Cii Cio Ci3
Ci2 Coo (a3
Ciz Coz U3z

HT CE&— PR, lﬁﬁt?ﬁﬂ]m‘u&%j/l\f é&j"ﬂﬁ%w = [C11,Ch2, C13, Ca2, Ca3, Ca3] T,

C=K 'K '=

£5(0) = eTxWed™xd — eTxDedTyDd =0
{ g] (C) _ eTX(l)edTX(j)e _ dTX(l)eeTX(j)e _ 0 ) .7 = 2; 37 sy, n (28)
Rfp LRI R, TERETT R LS TR T M .
min ) _{[f;(c)]* + [9;(c))*} (29)
J

2y EWIRRME, VT LAE FAE AL B EE 59 (40 Levenberg-Marquardt 350 H7E [21] 4§)
Kfg R /MU (28). B AL R BE TG ERNER, £ RELT, BFEHRE
LA A RO 78l B R R 1, FF B R Far A&, B SR A ROEE
PG E P IR BE AHSE, B TR PG (E A, SXRE B A0 mT LA ) A5 HL A 85 Ak
A, Ea R =R RO T WS B =50 IR R 4UR I & S AU B W T R R £ A1
WIE. &, ®BIMMER C W—PuwnhitE. B—FrR2R AR L8
fFECRIE C MAIMH{E. B, MERKXTITLREZERGPEITH, MAFRA (28)
WEH CH—HEMEAR, XERTUNALEARSH C W—MmEbiT. —B553
(29) Xy Fe/IMETHE C*, XF C* #47 Cholesky 43 7T IS BN IRARWL N S BB K.

6.2 BEXE &S

RGN S EMEER T, B 4 THTHe T, WAL n 18 ERAER AL
(5n —6) MR E, FEHN 3 08 LL LA EHE LT ABR E AR NS5 (B2, TEM
550 4 R TRA, XEREITEFE R HEZZWEECHERERSHELT, &
TE—FPaz R 5k, XM iR BB SHE NS ERE LR, T R ATR A X Fhas
A%

M 4 WAIHL, 25 1,5 EMSH Jo 95 3m B N 5 B R

HY) ~ NMO(I — 23T (3101 (30)

XFEENSE, R R A 6 i T 55 3 P T B A e Ay R R AT TR E
S8 e By 4R RA

fj(x):()a j:2a37"'an (31)
AR AT BT B o, 0N o, TR, T T A

HY ~ M(j)(j —x* .é(j)iT)T(M(l))fl (32)

o
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1R BTSRRI —1, B4

HY) = (det(HY))s HY) (33)
LATTLIRE C = K-TK! it rZa
Y cHY =C, j=2,3,---,n (34)

SRR, B C, NTTREAT Cholesky 5% AT B EHHAHL I B EUEIE K
T RS 5 E SRR S g

7.1 1RHELE

B &R SR ARV R

TR LR, BEIHNSEEBRER: fu = 1500, f, = 1500, s = 0.0, up = 512
vo = 384. [EMEK/INg 900 x 700, EMEECH Jy 4, Bl A plt s (W) F- T B W AP A7 R By, BUX
PATR B B HAE Y 1, o AR B A B i R A T R R, SRR 6.1 Ak
RBEEHNSEL, DI ER 5k oA SO & .

AT AR SR B, BRI X e PR Y 2T AT 2 B DA i B R A
B A EXIED 0, TN o WEEBRAE, Hd o WAELTEEN 0-2.0 MRER. 1ER
TR A KPR, i 50 WML RENLSE 5. & 2 RGN SR ¥ 07 Z R A2 AL
WM ZE, mICATLAUAE H . FEE AR R, RIS E B THRE, W
WESRH I Tr 224 LRAMER. WERSRRE, ZINERARE &S, BIEE
MR R HL R R R AETE T AR RETS B L BT B AR 2 45

90,

70 ———————
60

70
60|

Al
[<ER=)
s

[
S

10,

= = NN
O D0 ON B DO

Standard deviation (pixel)
w0
S

Standard deviation (pixel)

Standard deviation (pixel)

8.2 0.6 1 1.4 1.8
Noise Noise
B 2 RGPS EU 3 7 22 B A [R] W 75 K P 19 7B Ak il 42

Fig. 2 The standard deviations of the 5 intrinsic parameters under different noise levels

B4R 5 B S0E0 R

TERBIT ok, BRI BRI A [, = 1500, f, = 1200, 5 = 0.4, uo = 512,
vo = 384. TR/ Ay 800 x 700, FEHR K % 3, ML A e = A~ 5 4 25 1 T -4 160
AasfEl f, PERC AT I TR, BT AR BR K B WY 2, AR b
BB A A W, Rk R XTI R A, MR 6.2 5B Sk T
I L UCE:

o TR BRI e, TR IR TR L 0 1% AR B4 B R 0, 7
o BRI EIRR, b o B9 (LS 0 - L5 MR . TERREEATKT T, M 100 WM
BIBEHLIZK. [ 3 4 ih T 7E R A KT PR BLE A MBSy 20 2. e
WSR2 R, BT K TRER MO T, T 07 o A A b e IR
e

2 0.6 1 1.4 1.8
Noise
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= 90 = 60
% sob %
a 7ok ] a 50F
K & 60f v 1 §40f
= 50k ] =}
5] 5] < 30k
R | 3
< < 30f o 1 <20}
T T 200 -
< 3 < 10f
o < 10 1 ]
=] = =
] 1 L = O " L <] O L L
5 0 0.5 1 1.5 = 0 0.5 1 1.5 & 0 0.5 1 1.5
Noise Noise Noise
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Fig. 3 The standard deviations of the 5 intrinsic parameters under different noise levels
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Fig. 4 The four images used for calibration with the unknown epipoles
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Table 1  Calibration results with real data

fu fv Uuo Vo s
A TVE (B A ARAD)  1941.81  1999.06  721.74  372.27 18.97
AT E (FERATH) 210769  2081.25  493.17  390.95 19.82
S T AR AR Y O s 2391.77  2419.01 441.17 363.49 —38.14

Y EME M B AR, FATNENR P 5 BT =08 B BOR IR SCHR i 3k, R
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Fig. 5 The three images used for calibration with the known epipoles
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Table 2 Angle between the reconstructed grid planes (unit: degrees)

T P 5 Py T P 5 Py T P> 5 Ps

AT E (BHRAR A& AR ) 87.59 88.24 89.13
AT (BURR 5 B ) 86.75 89.08 87.79
BT P E A A R 88.47 89.79 88.68

B 6 BEJE R E B =487 8] G SO R 5 TE AN R A T g 45 2R

Fig. 6 The reconstructed points and texture results under different viewpoints
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