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Consistency Technique of Multi-value Propagation

ZHU Xing-Jun’: 2 ZHANG Yong-Gang''? LI Ying"? ZHANG Chang-Sheng®

Abstract Consistency technique is an important method to solve constraint satisfaction problem (CSP) instances. Since
all existing algorithms have the same feature of single propagation, we propose a multi-value propagation theory and prove
that k-single propagation is equivalent to 1-multi-value propagation. Based on this, we present arc consistency (AC) theory
of multi-value propagation and combine it with SAC (singleton AC) to form a new multi-value propagation algorithm
SAC-MP. Besides, we also prove its soundness and completeness. In our experiments on random CSPs, N-queens problems,
pigeon problems and benchmarks, the efficiency of our algorithm SAC-MP is 2 ~ 3 times those of the existing SAC-SDS

and SAC-3 algorithms.
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CDC)P, Singleton JMAHZHA (Singleton arc con-
sistency, SAC)H=6) # i I i) 0 2 7] b A 2R AR (1) AH
ZPERR. 4F Debruyne %51 1997 4E42 H 1) SAC-1
ST B R B, 2004 4FE~2005 4F, Bartak Al
Bessiere H4¢$EH LT AC4 F1 AC 2001 ff) SAC-2
SR SAC-SDS S5 81 Ik Sy A FH K = 1)
ACTTE AP SR NI =N P R L T DU SRS e S
it 485 A6 T DA 200 SROA%: 1 b R v B AT I ) 5 % B, 4
Ak SAC IRCE. 2005 4, Lecoutre 254 H —
FhSL PR . ORI SAC-3 kM) %
VR FH e 0 A 1) 48 22 R A 48 2R 3o R s 8 11 BICH
BUEY R S L RAE R R B A
FE4 L, W R LA LA, X —RYIE
Pt NPAT 0% 0] J5UA B — b ek, it STk
9] J2Xf SAC 7EFIRFIECARTT K —LeiF 5. KT
SAC HARKIWFFY, BATC L4 H I T AL FEH A
LI k5L BT + MPAC #i BT + MPAC*[10!
DA K LT 58 A ST A 252 1) SAC-ESC HoARM, £ 5
1 SAC Hykh, SAC-1 Z#CK H w8 B e skms, JF
HARAT A AL L R, R0 B AN R R B
o SAC-3141, HJE H T SAC-3 SR S i 4 5
SIAI R 4Ed ) BIAERR RS — AN AR ), #R A —
UAHZEPEAE R AR EE, 5 H A 7530 R B BE 45 i i
A5 R BRI B, XA T K R 1 T A R R AE %
T ACES ST R I ).
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A SCIH I 6} R A A AR B R R SR I, R
IUEATA AT AR AL BRI A Ak, A3 2 ME
RGPS, 4y AN 2 B, AR & ROREAL R S
— IR EAUALIR IS T, RISl kA28 B Pk
AT HRAL TG, KB Tk — 1 IRIIMERE RS, 76
IR b, X H 2 (AR R R T 250 2, I n LAk
B, T JE R ixoE BEE H ATiAT I SAC RS &,
o A B SAC-MP, iZ5 38 ] 2 Ati4%
FE I AR L RS 2, $emn T VA AT ROR . AL
hntk, SAC-MP GeW1ff e H LE A0 1) 40 A% 7 2T
R, IXFE AT DL AT IO R AR Rk 72, Bt
SR = RP G e e W (R (E DN A RS S i DU U Y RN
A, XEFRENLIN S, F7k SAC-MP AT RCER 2
SAC-SDS F1 SAC-3 1) 2 fi%; X FRYH B, N 2
Ji i) L R F e, Bk SAC-MP [I3AT R 2
J& SAC-SDS A1 SAC-3 (1] 2~ 3 fi.

1 Z9%Ri#% 0 F0 Singleton MBI AR

A BT PRt 15 S S ot A= 30 5 A 51
E& var(P), BRI dom(X) VALK TIX
LA ENARES C(P), n# P Mgt H domp
Fon. FRERHL, WX T ARES PR
Woe, & AR SNBSS 2, WIFRIZ R E o It
LYPH L R [ PRI p AN AR EAE A A
B, AT — AN AR S AR N AR B, 2
AR KR, W Valx(p) RnLw X LM
p THIMUE, H sol(P) s P S, FRin
WP 5 Q E, M HALY sol(P) = sol(Q). AT
PR AL, T8 A8 SRAR RN SR AR i AR AR A A
LY M BRAL S rh — LA S 5 INE, XA SRR A
LIRAL R, o PECE A AR X —H AR
D IR BOAR, oAl AR 2 AR K 2 2
TURERETF. X T =70 CSP LR E R R —A4 I
(X,Y), IR A2 (Are consistency, AC), ¥
HACHN T X b e e X b o eE—
MY a, #AEY BIREPAEAE—AMA b, 145 b WL
Y E—Ju4R, 30 (a,b) W X MY LB —oc
IR C(X,Y). —A CSP ZYUHAER, 2 HACY
(129 A P () — S5 I IAH 2 1. XS T [ i@l P
TEREAT AR A A I, an 45 20— AR 5 e 3o =,
M a8 PR, X B AC(P) = L. 3CHk [12]
g5 th T L VE AL S R R ARTE.

TEIAH B AR B4k 1, SCHR [4—8] 51 Sin-
gleton JIUAHAEMIMES. [ P J& Singleton jKAH
7 (SAC) Wy, HHACEXN T VX € var(P),Va €
dom(X), P|x—q 2NN, Hh Ply_, &85
P X B dom(X) FHRRIK a SEAT R 4.

2 ZEfLE

AR T OA BOR 2 BT FAB AL B 00 RF A
B AR, BERE 1, JRUEM kAl
B3k — IR ZAEAE R SR, FIHDERE 1, FRATTA)
DAS ARSI kNS, BEAEEE K — 1 RN Z
FALFE RS, UEM e 1 iR, BAMEH T AC
LA T IR I 1 A X — 2.

EE 1. WP R -ANARWHLENE, &P =
AC(P’X1=G1) #L, P2 = AC(P1’X2=(I2) 7é—]—7 Ty
Pk = AC(Pk*1|Xk:ak) #J—a IJI\IJ

AC (P’X1:a1/\X2:a2/\“'/\Xk:ak) 7é 1
JEH I P, E T

AC(P|X1:(11/\X2:G2/\"'/\Xk:ak-)
MERR. &

Q = AC (P‘XIZGI/\XZZOQ/\“'/\Xk:ak)
KA var(P,) = var(Q), C(P,) = C(Q), XAT
i, i€ {l,-- kY, X; € var(P), X; Mgk
domp (X;) 7 {a;}, MXT X; € var(Q), X; Wit
iﬂi domQ(Xz) ‘HjéJ\%IJIEé {ai}, ﬁ&lﬂ:, Hﬂ Pk #J_ %[I
AC LM IEMTEA

Q - AC(P’Xlzal/\Xzzaz/\m/\Xk:ak)
MNP #L, Py #L,-++ P #L, tHAC Hik
(1) IE AL 25 By Uk W] -

sol(Py) = {p|p € sol(P) AN Valx,(p) = a1}

sol(Py) = {plp € sol(Py) A Valx,(p) = az}

sol(Py) = {p|p € sol(Py_1) A Valx,(p) = ar}
R AORar:
sol(Py) = {plp € sol(P) A\ Valx,(p) = a1\
Valx,(p) =ax A--- ANValx, (p) = ar}

ﬁﬁv EE AC(P|X1:a1/\X2:a2/\~~/\Xk:ak) #J— in AC
L IEARPERS

sol(Q) = {plp € sol(P) A Valx,(p) = a1\
Valx,(p) =as A --- ANValx, (p) = ar}

Wk, sol(Py) = s0l(P|x,=aynXs=asnnXp=az)s B,
Wl P S0+ AC(Plx,=ainxo=azn-AXp=ay): O

M BT UE R R T, JATTT B 2 B ik
LYRALHE LG 75 2IHDFT ) 8 P, Mg id —IRAH A
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FEALBI ML AC(P)x, 0 n s —as ey —ay) [
S RARIRRG, BB T SRS . R A 14
14 AL A T I 5

TR 2. ¥ P RN L,

AC<P’X1:a1/\X2:a2/\'“/\inak) ?é 1
)

AC(P|X1:L11) 7& 1 /\AC(P|X2ZG2) #J— ARERNA
AC(P‘Xk:ak) #J—

WERR. W AR, W AC(P|x,—.,) =1, P
= P’Xj:aj; P, = P‘Xlzal/\ngaz/\---/\Xk:a;“ ¥
var(Py) = var(P,), C(P) = C(P), domp, C
domp,, X AC(P,) = AC(P|x,=.,) =L, #tifi13:
AC<P2) = AC(P‘Xlzal/\XQ:aQ/\m/\Xk:ak) :J-, 5
SN IE, I E FRASIE. O

3 SAC-MP &t

ASCKE B 1 AR 2 5 HRTRATIN SAC £
ARG, TN AR AR BN SL SAC-MP. i%
kS CH B AR AR T O SRR
RIS, RSN A R, H B A — IRy A%
FE. AL kAR, Wk IR IRAL SR, X R
A A, HARY 2 S, i E 3 1 AN BRI
Sl kAR, JA - IRARAE R Sk IRZTR
FERRAT 2N ) GRS, $i5 ik, %k SAC-MP ]
LI b — 1 IR AL %

U Ah, M AC(P|x,—ainXomasnAXi=ar) F L
i, o B2 wr BLAE . AC(Plx,—a,) #4L
NAC(Plxy=a;) #L Ao N AC(Plxy=a,) #
L, #ee A WA e W AT 4 R AR T
AC(P|X1:a1/\Xzzag/\»--/\Xk:ak) =1 HTT, jgiﬁ/fﬂ
DABE T o AE45 AL, DA E7 48 = HA D i 4
KX i 5 Ji SAC Sk 4545 5k SAC-
MP. ZFEFET TR SE Mo R i S8 AR, 3
Pt o sk 1. Bk 2 ML 3 k.

Hi% 1 (SAC-MP E3%).
P — AC(P);
repeat
Pbefore — P;
Qsac — {(X7 a)'(X7a) € P};
while Qsac # 0 do
buildBranch();
end

until P = Pbefore

S5 1 38 repeat AR PR ITA A
EATR A, HRNE P A KA. T

w O Otk W

buildBranch [FJ1EH &% 851 Qgac W IEX 4T

RN SAC Kt WS WAL 2.
&% 2 (buildBranch &%).

1 br 0

2  Piefore — P;

3 repeat

4 d — getpairs(k);

5 if not consistency(d) then goto 13;
6 P AC(P|);

7 if P # () then

8 foreach V (X;,a;) € d do

9 add (X, a;) to br;

10 end

11 end

12 else

13 if br # 1 then

14 foreach V (X;,a;) € d do
15 add (X;,a;) to Qsac;
16 end

17 goto 21;

18 end

19 end

20 until false

21 P « Pietore;

22 if br = () then

23 foreach V (Xj;,a;) € dANi # 1 do

24 add (X5, a;) to Qsac;

25 end

26 if AC(P|x,=a;) =L then

27 remove a; from dom(X1);

28 P — AC(P);

29 delete (X;,a;) from Qsac s.t.
(Xi,a:) € Poefore N (Xiya:) ¢ P

30 end

31 end

TESLVE 2, H 5t k M, ARG TEAH 2
PR an FAHZE A A e, T H 4 2 LAt (6
WA A AW, BATERER . TR, AN
WA R, P JEHEAT consistency 2, AR5 iE
ATIAH AL BE. %L consistency (d) ITIRERZ: H
WS i d AR EE R IR AR A AR AR L. W,
T BB A5 R . X FELEARAE M RIS DL T,
A] DL e AT IO A Sk SR A B — RSl K
AR R I AR, WX kA2 B LAl
AR B AT A A, R b — 1 AR
SIREIWILEBAA T, SR B — IR AR, an XAk
EFAR FHAT A R AL IR )5 T B A AL B 1 18 55
J 73 WM JEGE 8 Porfok B MR, 750, AEA
LK G T PR AR SN A, RO L4
SAC kx5 e, I H kL.

FESLYE 3 B, B getpairs F T BT fg & A BA
Y Qsac THEFE b AN RN, HIX AR S0
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(1A A M AN [R], [N AR A eSS br TP B,
RAFBXFEM A, WL IR B 7500, 3% B4 5
BN AL R S d, W |d] < k.

®3% 3 (getpairs Ei%).

1 d«— 0
while |d| < k do
3 delete (X;,a;) from Qsac s.t.

(Xi,a;) € Qsac N X; € br AN X; ¢ var(d);

4 add (X, a;) to d;
5 if Qsac = 0 then return d;
6 end

N

7 return d

EHE 3. Hk SAC-MP 4i" Singleton 5IAHZ
S AT

WERR. BAFTE (X, a) 2B 5L SAC-MP i
BRI E A Singleton JIAHZAEXS, WML SAC-
MP ma] DU H s (50 BB 2 T Ef 27 174k
3k, MBI 4F AC (Plx—.) = L —& Mo (W
152 W55 26 1T). H Singleton [ X ] LU H{H
XF (X, a) 7EIRE P thAZ Singleton JRAHZ,
SR I, SRR v, O

EIE 4. Hik SAC-MP 4EH* Singleton JIAHA
JETERIN.

IERR. 5L SAC-MP £ ki, X1 P TR
—AMEX (X, a), WRTEHE 2 o repeat i AJHAT
[F 58— I A4S 2 SAC, WIHT AC(P|x—.) # L M
A7, H Singleton JAHZY & A HIZMEXTAE P e
SAC 1. 73N, A AE R — ML, WA
AC(P|x=ary=br-.nz=c) # L, HIEH 1 FEEL 2 1]
U AC(Plx=a) # L HREAT. %5 1, (X, a) £
P i SAC 1y, MUtk SAC-MP &5e4m. O

S HE SAC-MP, 4 kb USEBI Ak s i ik
LA TR RECR 1, WMk 4+ 1 IRA R AL .
RIS E SAC-3 BRI E I O(en?d?) 115>
Frid FER 13, 507k SAC-MP [R5 o] & 2% Ji
H

Ol(p+ (k+1)(1 — ) x & x en’d)

b d/k Rom—IEAIME & AMEPT MG 2R
TR EL, e RRL WML ML, p AR
—USEBIA ke AR 73 PR A A ST 111 B R
Hp=0M, LIRENRE Oen?d), Hp =1
i, ARE S O(en?d/k), BRI R k5. &
[ BN A Q BRI, B O(nd).
4 KR

XA T USRI A, 4 T B AL ) £ R

R ) 2 RS B B NSRS ), e
SR AE R H 1 (Benchmark). M s &0PE Rl 5 5K
LI F R E 258, AR RO E T 547 1 kA S
B AC-3031 AR S SR I AT R R 28 EAS
A RHOR T B H R TERE, EH C++ B F 7 “B
7SR E Ry SRR, MK i 4F DELL
Intel P IV 3.0 GHz, CPU 512 MB RAM; %4 Win-
dows XP Professional SP2/Visual C++ 6.0, H
FEAS IR 10 ¢k, RIGBCFEIMEE b B a a5 .

1) BEHLLY A 2 51

it L T 0 7 74 2 Bt ATL M 2 ol — 6 20 AR A 1)
e 250 (1) St P52 AR RS ] AAR A 2 25 1) 5 R P . el
TR R AT BEALYE, BT DL ORSS 4 38 29 AR g
VR FH e R 2 e 0 SR s Rl 3 Dy vk
TCREHLLT A 2 1) A DY iR S 4L (n, m, pl, p2),
Hodr n AR BN, m ARRBEIRILIT RN (X
BB T A AR R O/ RD), pl AR L IR
ST IR R, RN R B R AN nox (n—1) /2
(eI AN L) HE, p2 AR T IT R
FARPE. ASCEBESECN: n = 100, m = 20, pl =
0.051401 K 1 (a) Haf LA H, 618 [ 3 5 1)
BEML IR, 5% SAC-MP 1Ia 1T 80% 2 Hik SAC-
SDS H1 SAC-3 (1 2 %, MK 1 (b) Bk
K& IREL (# chks) K, Hik SAC-SDS Al SAC-3

1800
1600 —e— SAC-SDS
1400 F —=—SAC-3
» 1200 | ——SAC-MP
£ 1000f
2 s00f
& 600}
400
200
5 Q O N DN X v b &
Q'Q Q§ Q'\ Qr'» Qr'\/ Qﬂ') Q’\"J Q?‘ Q?‘ Q‘p Qb Q"c Q"o
p2
(a) CPU I
(a) CPU time

80 - x10°

70 F [—e— SAC-SDS
60 | [—=— SAC-3
+ | —a— SAC-MP

5 Q O D MM D ® VDb O
ISP PP PP D S
p2
(b) Ko Bt

(b) Check numbers

El1 (100,10,0.05, p2) a8
Fig.1 The problem (100, 10,0.05, p2)
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AEVE SAC-MP 1) 2 5. US4 p2 LRI, HTH
% SAC-SDS A ] K s 4 by et S JU A% TAE. W
I, 2R T AR I S

2) AL A N8 )5 )

A 5L r) M N 5L i) R AR i 249 TR A2 )
B BAT AR ) ) e, e AT 20 AR A AN R 2]
i) R 85 B ) RS — AN AN TS ) R4 1, T NV
5 T D o R A AL e — S L R
X T A LR, 61 E 40 BEWTAE R 54 1,
M 2 (a) Al LLEH, H%k SAC-MP AT 2%
IR 2 EE SAC-SDS # SAC-3 119 3 fi5. Ml 2
(b) FrsBIA AR XBORE, 5% SAC-SDS M
SAC-3 Fr s B B W e T SAC-MP. it
TH—KN BEHENS, 2EEELL 40~58 2
(M AZALIS, 9% SAC-MP AT 203 2 Hik SAC-
SDS #1 SAC-3 1y 2 fi5. M4 2)J54H N 61 B,
SAC-MP [T R # 1L F] SAC-SDS #1 SAC-3 1) 3
i, W3 (b) PR ik f ] LA, 5k
SAC-MP b HA Y2 KL

3) AnAEEE I #1 (Benchmark)

WAL, FATTE MR T — L FRAE b e A 4]
(http://cpai.ucc.ie/05/Benchmarks.html), M it
PLEHCT WS, —J82 frb ), %I 2 o) ik
AT SR — PR U EE A R A, SCHIR [16] 03X 38 ) et gk

14000 r— =3 =5ps

120001 g qacs3
o 10000 o sAC-MP
£ goo0}
[#)
E 6000}
F

4000

O% a2 44 46 48 30 52 a4
N
(a) CPU Il
(a) CPU time
700 [ x10°
600 | [——SAC-SDS
—=—SAC-3

e | BNV
= 400 f
Y
S 300+
H

200 |

100

0 1 " " L 1 L 1 |
40 42 44 46 48 S50 52 54
N

(b) Ha ik
(b) Check numbers
2 AL
Fig.2 Pigeon problems

T T VRN BIWFSE, 55— 252 Isq-dg [l Pk &5 0
WL 1, XFT frb @, HvE SAC-MP 7 50%
J& SAC-SDS fil SAC-3 ) 2 £, i WA & VEA &5
WHCkE, Hik SAC-SDS Ml SAC-3 K225 %k
SAC-MP 1) 2 f&%. %15 —2 Isq-dg-11 108, &
% SAC-MP [HAT %2 H 1%L SAC-SDS 1 SAC-
313 fif. MAHA MR A IR EOKR A, SAC-SDS Fl
SAC-3 J& SAC-MP ) 3 547, 1%+ lsq-dg-
12, 53 SAC-MP [T R0 2/ )¢ SAC-SDS Al
SAC-3 () 3 1%, SAC-SDS 1 SAC-3 AR MER 2
HE SAC-MP 1 3 1%

30000 FsAcsps
25000F [m SAC-3
2 20000F | a SAC-MP
é 15000
= 10000 |
5000
40 43 46 49 52 55 58 61
N
(a) CPU il
(a) CPU time
1400 x10°
1200F —e—SAC-SDS
1000} |—=—SAC-3
2 — -
% 500} SAC-MP
5 6001
400
2001
40 43 46 49 52 55 58 61
N
(b) it
(b) Check numbers
F3 N EEFHE
Fig.3 N queens problems
1 bRAEE R
Table 1 The results of Benchmarks
i) SAC-SDS SAC-3  SAC-MP
Time (ms) 688 703 390
frb53-24-1
chks (K) 44987 37297 21260
Time (ms) 907 859 515
frb56-25-1
chks (K) 55856 46 334 26676
Time (ms) 1266 1312 766
frb59-26-1
chks (K) 67784 55389 31376
T Time (ms) 1234 1250 407
sdras” chks (K) 87657 74660 27010
Time (ms) 2156 2234 703
Isq-dg-12
chks (K) 156 222 134 606 46 393
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5 it (INEFHE, RDCTE, BRI, 258, — R T BB BEA 0 2 o A

FH A B A SR SR AR 2 5 A2 [ ) — AN T 24
A, MAEA —FPRe R A 25 P 3% — Singleton 5K
AH 2 B il O KBS, AN SO I ) R A S
50, Pe i 2 AR R, 25 2 (A% 4 e BRI IR 2%
M2 AR TE . KIS SAC EiARME S, e —
BT AN 2 5509 SAC-MP, FUE B H a1 R o¢ &
PE. BRI AR R R, RS kMR,
AT — AR 25 AL B BT 5 1 TR AR O (ed?)12.
T bk fE, 59 SAC-SDS il SAC-3 M7 B4
k UCGIAHZE AL B FERIBIT A & x O(ed?). 8 ik %
BEALIA A, 22 RS 5. N 55 )t DL AL FEAE
FHN AT LR ) B SAC-MP 5 5 Sk
SAC-SDS 1 SAC-3 #H bt HA A B 5 1k e 3.
EHA L SAC-MP FIf SAC 5k —FE, A
AT R ) R T A T T, ) AR B R RR . R
fIIARAE 25 4 1) 8t 8 5 15 S 10 Singleton JIAH 2 &k
FF AT N 2 Ak R AA
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