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Sharing One Pheromone Matrix: A New
Approach to Parallel ACO

LU Qiang®? GAO Yan-Ming? QIAN Pei-De':?

Abstract This paper proposes and implements a new ap-
proach to parallel ant colony optimization (ACO) algorithms.
The principal idea is to make multiple ant colonies share and
utilize only one pheromone matrix. We call our approach shar-
ing one pheromone matrix (SHOP). This paper briefly describes
how to parallelize ACS and MMAS by SHOP strategy, and tries
to hybridize these two in parallel. By tackling symmetric travel-
ling salesman problems, this paper compares SHOP-ACO imple-
mentation with the relevant sequential ACO algorithms under
fair computing environment, as well as with the existing parallel
ACO algorithms. The experimental results indicate that SHOP
strategy is superior to the sequential ACO algorithms and the
existing parallel strategies.
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FEAT R B4 AR IR, 2 I D 5E B — I R I AT R 2
FE el F R R I B A AR B I e R Aok R R
S g5 SRR, MBI R RAR /N, AR BT SEPR H T R
SR AR AL, BT DLRH o I TR TR T 5 gt RE I IR0 2
fFBAC T 7. L b, X “IAT” K 224 CPU
AR TR A CPU KA. Bullnheirmer 251 (55—
FhIFAT S I T R SRR PR I R AR B AT T
YRR USSR U AN KT ), A s T2 31 1K 2 B0k =
R, HDRLEE HEAT BE IR LA BRAR 1R 45 4R

H T BEARAL 2R A5 B A2 B, Bullnheirmer %5
7F [1] e T PAPI (Partially asynchronous parallel
implementation). 7 PAPI 1, £ MR 471847 [ 2 A%
ZJEA RAEAR B E AT, N> T AL B8 A B {5, 3%
73T B PRIk . Middendorf 4512 BF 5% T W04 BAZ
PRI JURP 7 ¥ 54 B LR, X Fh A it TR B& 2R A9 45 52 AR 2L
RS 1) T AR U AT B R R AR 2) HAERET
JUEEA (TSR T SO ) 55 JR) 30 24 117 e AT A B0 47
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2 SHOP #9i&it
2.1 EBEREK

FATTA Ry, FRAT REFE (70 0 Ja A A = 8, & T AT L
TR M, AJE ACO HATALMREA 0. AF A —FP o)A
K, AT ACO T % MW 1% 2% FEMSCEE AT SRS 1 ) . {5 B 28
SEFERE ACO BB O s 451, B iR 3 E MU R 7
. Z B LT 2R 2 FENARTESEE, B RO RHE B2 1)
Aab B B A R S TR OU) S T b R AR HE BN B 1A R B
5 AT B AL, S AN A O S92 45 LLikidE. SHOP
AR A LI BB RE PRI 1808 R s, vl Tk 2 AU
LR —AME R E R vk, E R R T IXAE S, A
SCRET AT T R R L AR I 22 A BEAR R S, £ XS
KR BB dnFE BN Posix brifEZEFE E PThread,
bR i 150 Ay s R 21 A5 Ak 1) 5 TSP

SHOP HAT Helg Ja FRUR B2 45 & I 2 B REFENI I
AT, BT LR ST IR R G D RSO LR R 1) TR,
AN B FEIATHAE ALY CPU g 47 —ANUE. il
WU AL FE (ACO ARG ML) FSGRE B I (A
SCIGFTHLED) SRR TSP il 8.

MMAS Fl ACS Z&RIMEUF I A ACO ik, BAT I
X MMAS i) SHOP #47#8 5y PMMAS, % ACS i) SHOP
FHATRRAN PACS, FHATICHEEE MMAS X ACS [ SHOP
FEATFR N MMACS. IR BRI =& it

2.2 EEEEFHIN

X & MMAS FICEE, EZMERE TR e =
minge p {70}, M OEIFATI MMAS BURE. [RIFE, L3
BZE R Trae = maxiem {7k} FAENRWT:

X+ PMMAS K iid, FATE B ZX [Tmin, Tmas] 1
VB — L83 T, AN, JIHHRIE Tnae/(20) B,
MAE Timaw=1/(pLeb), T Loy A FTHUSOHE 2 i 5 Jo B A2 1
K. BAEOUT, BN ZIE p A BEAS RIS [F I AT
RRERE, AR AT S TP AR R — s B T AR
PRt R, 48R0 MMAS St et -2 s, Koy HEi) -
B B AR, W4T SR & 52 21500, 11 MMAS 1 5
A I RS — & AT AR 2 e A TR B E TR A
X PACS MsZEL S, HA R EEI/E.

ST PACS K, 1 5 22 50 T A0 M0 D AN 75 24T fe] 4 3.
XL EAS T [7) R AT SR, ISCRE 1] % 2 0 B S
SIS AT Ak, BRI A — SO s g 2 T A )
D, U U AP A B R4 ST B N B I R AR Ak [N AR
AT B 2 IR Tt 2y I AE T, L AT nT A s
FER TR B AR . XA B ST R IE A 2 s T
RIS R T, HArEE Ly s E. 4
AL LUH E ML, BITE WSORE A AT A s 2 W16 4 i 7 17 BEA T 1,
DR R X5 B A D URE I B ARAT R RRAE. BT LAEE S P S 3
BRI R, AT SR 45 RS L AT 22, (HIXFf
PACS HIsEZBLA, BT e B A B 22 00 50 3 5 B R A b
[EEEISS 5l PN I ot P =X =P el (R SRV AN EI P AT 7
W SR RIEAT AR

ST MMACS i, MR35 MMAS [IMUE, BT iy €
P = [Tmin, Tmaz)s 2 Tmae = 1/(pLts) M Tpin =
Tmaw/(2n). THIIAAL 70 = 1/(pLpest). AT ACS 3k
Ui, 7i; € Po = [10,1/Ls), HH 79 = 1/(nLpest), Lvs B
FHPAT SR, I Bl TR, BTeA 1/ Lys A%

WA, H Ly KTET IR Lopt, FTUL Py (1 ES
KN 1/ Lopt, M Pr B EF 5K 1/ (pLopt). X p H—A
RANPIIESZE, WA Tmin > 70 A Trmae > 1/ Les, FTLLERAT]
7 MMACS "I 755 € P10 P2 = [Timin, 1/ Les], 3 HIX B
FIUE B EYIAEREN Tmaz, B 70 = Tmae = 1/(pLbs),
Hrh ) p BUMMAS TR, n b 0 8RS A4
MMAS 5 ACS R TZRFEF p YIRS A RATE LN %
B.OXFERAIIE MMAS f1 ACS AlFfE B &= R AR,

2.3 MMERRIEMEEHELS

X TS AE B R AR L VS ), AN TR ZATA W 4R, 1
YT 58, SHOP WAL MU, 355 b, IHATIUR
AR EURETER, WAL 7 = (1 — p)ri; + p- Ay KK
. B A B, PTRAR A BUR R U5 2.
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—ANHJRAF SR B, I8 SO HEANE AR AR V) ).

2) SR 1R SRR AR BE PR IR 22 WS R R AR [;) MR —
ANTCFEAH—AME 58, ST TR, BUEAH N N E
S

3) LRATREID: MR SE R, SR AR (14 [R5 7 %5
44 R SR IS SR FHRELRE B 19 )28 7 2%

T SIS, AT BUREE BRI HN Z, 2 n
B RS T, ESE R TR SN, AR
ATWSCREAE—AQ I 58 B TR AN T Fiet, BB, 5 R & 2 R T8
RIS 20 0 R T AR AT 1 T O, X T S 3% ) 30 S )
2, BT U] A6 0 v I RERLE, T BT DU A

5 TF WIS IR) L A I 8] PR T B, A4 AN M 75 24T JR) B B
IR 220wy AR T

KA 2 AL S [m]—ME B AR, K 2 A 2R Xt
FLU Il Bsf o6 S0 R B 222 4% W) LR AL, AR SC A8 A% 4 1 Bt
TR LXK, B A4 F] PThread “F &, A1 E—1
#iAF w, B A pthread_mutext_lock Fl pthread _mutex
_unlock PR, RS2 BORSHE BB MER B RV R,
X— UK E, SHOP FEVMAELFE 7 ek TV 2804 AR
B, (R BRI 2 B T A 13— R

2.4 SHOP BIfI#n

S R AT WOREA A ST A5 R AR B A5 B AC I 7 2(
AAEL, SHOP S H 5 & — Pl B Ui A% R AC i 7y 2, x 22 0
WSCHE ) 14 e s JE R A S N 7 23 TR A A — i ik ¢
AT RIS R AT RRNE R R (BR
PREAEL R [ 52 1), BT LA —ANSGREAE B Ok 25 5 i 3]
W4 MR B RN, BIMES T EEREMZ G, Y
WSCHE L bt o A 1, AN T 552 0 HL e SRR v St iy 50 i .
T 3T 5 W 0 15 0 R AR AR I, I FLSE I sE A k.
B0 A, gt A2 LB IV (3 T TR AT RN B 0f L A B 3R A
BRI SE BTz . R A PR 1, SHOP Jhy U2 gt 4 3 {5 5
FHHM ACO F3k (I MMAS ) 8500 7 J= 3 5 Bk L.

R E T FIGA A MMAS J& — S0 1 24K,
AR 2 2% 2 UARIEL, Bt 250 X, TR KL 4T
filt, I BMCSIPEAS 148 £ 4 3 K7 (Branching-factor) /N T
BNV AR, A KL S esl, Hoh SR 7 e 7
MNSEBR ) F % ok B R 21 b s B R s L, HE
e N RS ey 6% e el P = o5 o SO 1 o Tl N T 1B 4
fift, IR B B E AL, AN I B ah(E
AR 10, RAETIRN Timaw, 12T B IR I SCR S Tan
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MHEAR KT, B TEIE WA MW IR S T Ui
A7, PASE R /MR 4 20 SE LAt (1A QA R eI — U (1 SR At o
e, IR RE R B AR BT AR, XA w18 K T 0] A 2 ) )48 R
B, AT 2 L B A (K, A 365 1 5
AR BRI BE ).

Xt SHOP JFATWUREM &, XAHLEI I FEZ AL, BATTRLE
S PTATBURE 8 AL B AAT, BInIEARIR B 2] 250 A7)
SCNF /N T AN, 3SR AEANIBCREAN T A7 I8CRE - (1) 24 i 52
L, R SR BN Toee. WIRLZ S, B
WSCHE SCEE T JT 4 4% i T P20 BRI I LB G R R W T2
ANBCREIT 5, A WO FI B B M A 2 i B 23 4 SRAG B8,
DR b 28 A 1) R A 28 L (1 ] et 2 SR — 28, JF HoAE
SR VH LN TR Y, XM EB WA AL — EL SR VR

3 KBHERRSH
3.1 RIKIHER

SPUSCRE S VR SR UL, ANBE R 0 b ok A & JFAT ACO &
L5 HAT ACO HIkIR IS, RN OB SV E N —Fh E K
SV, BTSN YEEA G ARE SR A, T LA 7] ) 2% 42 1R
(o734 i B 25 2 R &R BATTX BAE LRIRAT ACO 54T
ACO I, BUEA1# HIZAT k = 10 WG K TR F iie, 18
ATHITA 5N tmae /P FH tmae, 29 p BCEED CPU %,
tmaz N EW AT FVEROGSATIR]. IXFE, TRATIEIFATH
TR AT BRI IR TR AR B8 — B0 A P (bR UE. [R5 5 ms R
1) 2 e ) BRL RRELRE S ) 2. AR 28 v S5 B0 0 1 1, G SR
RS AR, SR A S SRR v, B AT B IR AT RE
A9 T EHZ AT CPU N AEAE N IS L5 .

ARk IEAT R B 8 IBM pServer, i A 2 A4
power550 1.5GHz Ab¥2%, 6.0GB WAE, #AE RSN AIX5.3,
TPt T A PThread4-gee. FiLLIFATIWURESH p = 2.
AT TSPLIBE! spBEHLAHER K 15 AN 70 Se i 3947 7 o
8, SRS A 318(1in318) F 5915(r15915) Mk, BRAER
B, T AT HBINSEU T : a=1,8=2, p=0.2,
qo = 0,98, Ab'ranch =1.

1R Z W RN T TSP, e 2RIk 5 &2 3-
opt, N KTHE X T HAT A AHRAT ACO HIkEMEH T 3-opt.
BT SHOP (W3 55 46 T X GHAT A AT, BT N 458,
WF R T R T %, s A —F R sy

B, HBECA R AR L, IR S SR L SR TR
HIEEZEE S

T, FEIXFERSEFL T, SHOP-ACO SiEsK i x#rk TSP
MR, 28 0 BRI N O(n?), I ZRED N O(n®), n &
Wi EH .
3.2 HH{T ACO xR

PAITH Best, Worst, Solgyg F Solseq 73R R kX
AT R BIE P (R -l T2l TIEMbRIE 2 e,
Cavg, Cwst I RN Besty Solavg 1 Worst F5 47 i S AT i
LA Tterqug A Ttersiq 23 KN 3R1F Best I (1P 3531k
BT EAFFMNEZE; tavg FH tera 77 MEIRIRAT Best HFHY
BATI B R HAREZE; oot B tsraror 20 MIRSITH k IKIEAT
SR SIS AT I () R AR ZE. i TR I BR ), P 17EIX
LR BT — AN IR S pr2392 fITHEESE B (83 4T ISURE AL s
AN 50 AN, FFATBGRIGIS AN S 25 ), THEE R LK 1.

MEE 1 ] LLE 3], PMMAS, PACS fl MMACS #B3k
157 S, AR B AT 5% SMMAS F1 SACS #¥ A 3k
5. &P SMMAS1, SACS1 W& K feiFizafr it in) 5 47
FvE—FE, T SMMAS2 1 SACS2 ft1ds: K A VIS AT I E] J& AR
M HATEIE RS, BT BRI R R Re i Sk B A,
W AT RIIFAT IR RIT AR T . I eqvg 1 ewse [MFRAR
KRG, ULRHFHAT AR R 2 0] B R AT IR, AN teor MIFRPR K
H, FEAT IR AT R sedh o (I ), i AT R 5 T 4R W
INFTE), BT LL, SHOP ISR kL T .

5 RAE SHOP AT WU R (B 2 MMAS
B ACS ), I (—4 MMAS , 53— ACS),
SHOP-ACO H 45 H4T ACO ANFEIMKAT R, N SBR[
TEfE.

3.3 31T ACO Hy#E [ Lk

A A5 ¥ SHOP-ACO %1 ¥ 5 IMMASE!
ChuPACS!™ HILLEE, H ARSI AR IR 3.

IMMAS # MMAS S8 T7E 2 AN F 8% 1. 1
PMMAS ME%F MMAS XKH T SHOP JRAT35ms, Brik, &
IR [/ —Ff ACO FILMIARIR IFATSRME. B T IFA7 BUH
I A (PMMAS (8 2 Lk BT 47 WO AN B8 Fn 45
T ERATICRE; 1 IMMAS 2 LR AT ISCRE I A 2
T HATIWRE), FATXH PMMAS (2172505 B 5 IMMAS
g M sE AT, LB Bk 2 iR,

BL

# 1 SHOP-ACO 547 ACO 7£ pr2392 (55 Ehis

Table 1  Comparison between SHOP-ACO and sequential ACO algorithms on pr2392

Algorithm Ttergvg Solsta Tterseq tavg tstd teol tstdtol ep €avg Cwst
PMMAS 474.2 1256.42 167.02 447.49 155.34 450.78 156.42 0 0.005411 0.012417
SMMAS1 722.6 599.85 154.33 271.68 44.69 500.19 0.14 0.000251 0.003131 0.005116
SMMAS2 1656.1 281.49 578.5 572.27 189.66 1000.18 0.12 0.000286 0.001878 0.003002
PACS 288 2190.87 135.25 313.82 142.39 450.79 157.33 0 0.012776 0.019816
SACS1 1143.4 518.74 272.06 391.93 93.11 500.16 0.1 0.000635 0.002961 0.005277
SACS2 1175.7 449.75 411.39 627.93 218.69 1000.18 0.11 0.022890 0.024859 0.026527
MMACS 521.3 545.66 219.51 346.47 140.93 450.56 156.99 0 0.002434 0.0041
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# 2 PMMAS 5 IMMAS Sz86 H4s

Table 2  Comparison between PMMAS and IMMAS
Instance Algorithm Solaug Itergog Best Worst
d198 PMMAS 15780.6  412.4 15780 15781

IMMAS 15780.3  236.1 15780  15780.3
1in318 PMMAS 42029 435.1 42029 42029
IMMAS 42029 494.2 42029 42029
pcb442 PMMAS 50859.3 900 50778 50912
IMMAS 50886.5  1164.5 50785 50912
att532 PMMAS 27701.8  267.1 27686 27706
IMMAS 27707.4  561.2 27703 27728
rat783 PMMAS 8811 509.2 8806 8817
IMMAS 8811.5 878.2 8806 8821
pcb1173 PMMAS 56904.1  1685.4 56892 56930
IMMAS 56960.3  1837.4 56892 57091
d1291 PMMAS 50812.4 1015 50801 50820
IMMAS 50845.8  1054.1 50801 50909

EF 2, BT HE AN ESR, g0 k5 ) b
WA S EETRATE PMMAS (- B8R Tteran, /D
T IMMAS AR EL, X, PMMAS %45 tb IMMAS 3k
B Z SRR, Bk, i 2 w140, PMMAS (%4 55
FRFREAL T IMMAS.

Pl 143 it PACS F1 ChuPACS. ChuPACS ¥ H A5 )
IR/, LLZET PACS #REMSTE 2 Fbah 2 W4 AR A 25
E, X3 MMM E SRR, ot ACS M3
¥, PACS #$5 ChuACS BRI W E.

# 3 PACS fl ChuPACS 46 L

Table 3 Comparison between PACS & ChuPACS
Instance Algorithm Solavg Best ‘Worst
st70 PACS 675 675 675
ChuPACS 677/677/678

eill01 PACS 629 629 629
ChuPACS 646,648,645

tsp225 PACS 3916 3916 3916
ChuPACS 3939/3934/3916

* 3 F ChuPACS =545 24 Y+ ChuPACS
B =R R B E AR, 17 PACS #BTE— 51 7h s i
BB, 3 W, PACS £t T ChuPACS.

4 L5E

SHOP #:H 7 —F 504 20 HAT ACO [13kng. T
L B E A MR B0 R 2D TR R B AT A RS 2 H 13
KRR, Fr LA 32 (1 54T 4 B 2%, SHOP (¥4 BE 40T,
B AN . (02 SHOP JEAT S & 75 5 1t 40 b A S
PRI TR NGE AT R, XX TR kR
SEVESRUL, RO MME N, BATTT B8N 2 1 2 A s
50 SR 940 [F) 20 T 85 R 48 R B8 ) I 3 5 46 i) L. 5 o, Jk
Tt SHOP-ACO 5w S ILAN R 21 5 22 (1 20 Gt A il it

i, AT RIS S ) iz B

Bst

AL KTF MMAS F1 ACS KITH5H 45 >k B T Thomas
Stiitzle [f] % 7 1, ACOTSPI, PMMAS. PACS #l
MMACS 35 LLZ Ak SR E 2. 7R R IR s
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